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“HTS Ha” My opinion
Topic

“Is large number of engineering graduate
recruitment in forestry service by Public service
commissions justified when the botany and
zoology are at the core of its management”

By Shri. V.T.Patki.
Engeneering graduates in Forestry service are increasing
because of good opportunities of scoring in the
competitive examinations held by UPSC/MPSC.Even
earlier also about 50% of the officers in Forestry sector
were from Botany/Zoology graduation background and
remaing 50% from Mathematics/Physics/Chemistry
graduation background,which were non-biological
subjects.
Many flora are authored by Engineers also.Mr.Cook's
flora is a good example. In the two years of training,
good time is spent on teaching Botany / Zoology/
Entomology/ Plant Pathology to all trainee officers.
Engineers should be good in treating unproductive forest
lands by SMC works / Catchment treating activities,but
they have failed in delivering there also.l feel our training
needs drastical changes to utilise capability and
knowledge of both biology graduates and non-biology
graduates.

Shri. BV Selukar, A.C.F. (Retd.)

1.0 It is not a recruitment of Engineering graduates
by public service commissions but it is selection of
deserving candidates on merit basis having different
faculties at graduation level.

2.0 As per SFS syllabus available at " dfe.gov.in "
course contents for State Forest Service Officers Training
Course, subjects are as follows (Periods for each subject
are also mentioned there):

1.General Botany

2.Mathematics

3. Application of Modern Tools and Technology (Remote
sensing techniques in forestry, Computer Applications in
Forestry Application of Geographical Information
System)

4. General Silviculture, Silviculture Practices, Silviculture
of Indian trees, Silvicultural systems.

5. Forest Resource Management (Tree measurements,
Forest biometry)

6. Forest Survey

7. Forest policy and law (11 nos)

8. Forest Engineering

9. Ecology and Environmental Science

10. Adverse influence on forests

11. Forest utilisation

12 Forest Resource Management

13. Natural Resource Management

14. Environmental Economics

15. Biodiversity Conservation and Management

16. Joint Forest Management, Rural and Tribal
Development

17. Human Resource Development and Management

18. Forest Account and Procedure

3.0 Perusal of different topics being taught under
each subject show that only basic knowledge of botany
or zoology is needed whereas knowledge of subjects like
mathematics and computer applications is widely
needed. Hence, in my opinion, it cannot be said that the
Botany and Zoology are at the core of Forestry
Management.

4.0 Wildlife management and forestry have
transitioned from conventional field-based inventory
systems to technology-driven, data-intensive decision
frameworks. The integration of Geographic Information
Systems (GIS), Artificial Intelligence (Al), Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs/Drones), Remote Sensing, GPS
Telemetry, loT-based sensors, and Big Data analytics has
significantly enhanced precision, transparency, and
efficiency in forest pgovernance and biodiversity
conservation. This can be verified from the website of
Wildlife Institute of India (Academics —>Full Time
programs = Masters Programs where Remote sensing
and GIS are part of course). These subjects are the part
of Engineering and not Botany or Zoology.

5.0 If any specialisation is needed for a particular
operation in Forest service, then specialised courses are
run by institutes like Wildlife Institute of India and
others. Forest department is now utilising services of
Veterinarians.

6.0 Moreover, in this Digital era, every service
whether government of any department or private is
computer programming oriented. Collection of data and
its analysis is now a must for continuous monitoring to
watch the progress of an organisation. Hence,
engineering graduates are more preferred in most of the
industries. This fact need not be neglected.




7.0 Engineering graduates from renowned institutes
are supposed to be creams of society. It is this cream
which gets selected in competitive examinations for top
level services. It is said that no subject is difficult for
student of Mathematics. (like Botany cannot be difficult
for a student of Mathematics but Mathematics can be
difficult for a student of Botany).

8.0. My opinion: It is immaterial whether the candidates
selected for forestry courses are from biology stream or
engineering stream. But they must be from science

stream.
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