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Working Plans and Collector....

A funny incident funny incidence of

North and South in forest department.

BN, A. Patil, ACF (Retd)

This happened during 1993 when | was working as
Sub Divisional Forest Officer, Rajura in
CentralChanda Division.The work of revision of
working plans for Rajura sub Division forests was
under preparation for almost 4 years.The working
plan is very important document for management,
conservation and protection of forests with an aim
of sustained yield, considering the demand,
protection of rights and privileges of local
population. The working plan is generally prepared
for management of forests for next 10 years after in
detail inspection of each compartments forests.

A senior Forest Officer of the rank of L.F.S.
are given this job with sufficient staff to his
disposal. The working and management of forests
are carried out as per the prescriptions prescribed
in the sanctioned working plans.There were two
working plans offices at Chandrapur, one for North
Chandrapur circle and other for South Chandrapur
circle at that time. The post of Working Plans
officer of our circle (South) was vacant, so C. F.
W.P. Nagpur entrusted this job of completing the
work to the Working Plans Officer, Nagpur , who on
the basis of field work done by earlier officers
completed and finalised the work .

A meeting was held under the
chairmanshipofPCCF, M. S. at Nagpur on 31/3/1993
for approval of working plan. | attended this
meeting as our Dy.C.F. was in U.K. for training. The
document was approved after discussion in the
meeting and it was decided to send the same to
GOl for sanction after getting approval from
Collector, Chandrapur as per the procedure.

Accordingly,Conservator of Forest sent the
copy of working plan to the Collector through the
R.F.O. of his office to the Collector with request
letter for his approval. However Collector informed
that the Working Plan Officer to attend his office
for discussion.

Here | would like to narrate an unpleasant
incident that had happened few months ago at
Chandrapur between Collector and Working Plans
Officer, [North] over a piece of land belonging to
the premises of working plan office.Both the
officers being equally aggressive, the spat and
exchanges of few words turned into bad
incident.However it was settled down by the
intervention from senior officers.

Now, coming back to story; Conservator of
Forests informed Dy.C.F. [T & M.] who was holding
additional charge of our Division, to have a
discussion with Collector for his approval. DyCF
informed me to accompany with him. So we went
to the Collector’s office at an appointed day and
time for discussion. As soon as we entered in his
office, his first question was where is Mr [xxx]
Working Plan Officer? We explained him that
author of this book is officer from Nagpur and Mr.
[xxx] is for North Chandrapur circle, so he has no
role in this working plan.

On hearing this, the Collector was upset
and disappointed, however he quickly came to
composure [having lost the opportunity of settle
the issue] gone through the few pages of
workingplan routinely and asked few questions
and after that signed the document.

We thanked him and left his office and
headed for our office having long laugh. Collector
may be wondering this North / South circle wonder
of Forest Department.
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